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About Watershed Watch
Watershed Watch Salmon Society's mission is
to catalyze efforts to protect and restore B.C.'s
precious wild salmon. Through scientific
expertise, strategic alliances, outreach
programs, and innovative projects, we’re at the
forefront in sounding the alarm on threats to
salmon, and in promoting their protection and
restoration.
Founded in 1998, Watershed Watch has spent
nearly 15 years “watching out for B.C.’s wild
salmon.” We’re effective at drawing public
attention to key issues that affect salmon
through traditional media and online
techniques and we excel at bridging the gap
between conservation science and the public.
Watershed Watch Staff
Craig Orr, Executive Director
Stan Proboszcz, Fisheries Biologist
Aaron Hill, Ecologist
Trish Hall, Communications Coordinator
Jace Haramati, Administrative Coordinator
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Introduction
Wild salmon are one of B.C.’s most iconic animals. Besides being inextricably linked to our
culture, wild salmon are incredibly important to our coastal and river ecosystems. Some of our
Province’s most recognizable animals—orca whales, bald eagles and spirit bears—depend on
them utterly to survive. After spawning, salmon die and their bodies continue nourishing plants
and forests. Wild salmon also add deep value to our recreational experiences—whether gained
through hiking, camping, fishing or by other means.
Recognizing the importance of salmon—and the many threats they face—Watershed Watch’s
staff works hard to protect salmon and their habitats for future generations. While many salmon
populations in B.C. are currently healthy and well-managed, many more are depleted and
suffering neglect by government managers. We collaborate with conservation groups and
scientists to better protect salmon populations and their habitat. We work with First Nations,
such as Kwikwetlem, to support their technical needs and ability to protect their traditional
territory and salmon runs. As well, we deal with many other, related issues, including: overfishing, over-extraction of water, unsustainable river diversion projects, damaging salmon
farming practices, insufficient enforcement of environmental laws, and emerging climate issues.
Our full participation in the Cohen Inquiry into the decline of Fraser River sockeye continued
throughout 2012. Clearly, it was another busy year for Watershed Watch.
Through education and public outreach, we bridge an important connection between technical
science and the public, and convey key messages in everyday, understandable ways to foster
understanding and action on the current state of our salmon. One way we do so is through
engaging presentations to public interest groups like angling and outdoors clubs, streamkeepers
and First Nations. This past year was one of our busiest, as we were invited to give many talks on
a variety of topics, including our role in the Cohen Inquiry, the overall state of salmon in B.C.,
river diversion projects, and Fraser River gravel mining, to name a few.
Behind the scenes at Watershed Watch, Jace Haramati, our administrative coordinator was busy
on a number of fronts including modernizing our financial and communications database system
in order to streamline our operations and enhance our overall efficiency. Trish Hall—
communications coordinator—also supported our database transition, along with steering our
communications platforms, including our website, newsletters and social media accounts. Please
follow us through social media and sign-up for our e-newsletter at www.watershed-watch.org for
the latest info. None of our work is possible without our many supporters; hence, we try to make
every donation count towards protecting wild salmon. To donate and add your support to
helping B.C.’s wild salmon, please visit our Donations page.
We believe our efforts are helping to move B.C. toward real and lasting differences in how we
conserve salmon locally and throughout our province. Another year has passed, as we continue
to watch out for B.C.’s wild salmon populations.
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Fisheries & Wild Salmon Policy
We continued to take tough conservation stands at various harvesting consultation tables, such
as the Integrated Harvest Planning Committee and the Fraser Panel, to improve how fisheries
decisions are implemented, especially in the context of the Wild Salmon Policy. We also
continued our work and engagement in the Cohen Inquiry into the decline of Fraser River
sockeye as it began to approach completion.
Cohen Inquiry
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After almost 3 years in action, the
Commission of Inquiry into the Decline of
Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River began to
wind down as participants, including
Watershed Watch, provided our last
submissions. After being heavily involved in
all aspects of the Inquiry, we were wellplaced to produce Cohen Inquiry Highlights:
Synopsis of Key Evidence from the
Commission of Inquiry into the Decline of
Fraser River Sockeye—a report with
electronic links to hundreds of key exhibits
and transcripts. The Inquiry culminated in a
packed press conference with Justice Cohen
at the podium. He unveiled a three volume
final report in excess of 1100 pages titled:
The Uncertain Future of Fraser River account
of myriad threats to salmon, along with 75
solid recommendations to government to
get Fraser sockeye back on the road to

recovery. Strong accolades from many
conservationists soon followed Cohen’s final
report and before the year was out, we
followed up with a letter to government
about its plans to review and implement the
final report. The only question that remains
is whether government will implement his
recommendations.
Pacific Marine Conservation Caucus
Watershed Watch continued to act as
Secretariat and Chair of the Pacific Marine
Conservation Caucus—an official
consultation stakeholder with Fisheries and
Oceans Canada (DFO). Nine core
environmental groups comprise the MCC
and deal with salmon, groundfish and
pelagic fisheries issues. For more
information on the MCC, see
www.mccpacific.org.
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Wild Salmon Policy

Aaron Hill—our ecologist—along with Craig
Orr, executive director, continued to engage
in two pilot Wild Salmon Policy
implementation processes—the Barkley
Sound and Fraser Chinook Initiatives.

Introduced in 2005, and heralded by many
conservationists as a blueprint to protecting
salmon, the Wild Salmon Policy is a
progressive initiative developed by Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, but not yet
implemented due to inadequate funding and
competing interests. The Wild Salmon Policy
was a focus for us again in 2012. We
highlighted its progressive nature repeatedly
during the Cohen Inquiry, where it received
much attention. In his final report, Justice
Cohen crafted several strong
recommendations, including the immediate
appointment of a new director to lead the
Policy’s speedy implementation.

Eco-certification of B.C. salmon fisheries
The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
certifications are meant to “promote the
best environmental choice in seafood”;
however, this powerful marketing incentive
works only if eco-certifications are based on
the best information available. Watershed
Watch continued to partner with other
NGOs (Raincoast Conservation Foundation,
SkeenaWild Conservation Trust, David Suzuki
Foundation, and others) in stakeholder
engagement in the Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) process for assessment of B.C.
chum salmon fisheries. Watershed Watch
also partnered with NGOs in the 2nd
reassessment of Alaskan salmon fisheries.
Alaskan fisheries can impact Canadianbound salmon and steelhead and, we
worked to highlight these concerns in light of
the possible recertification of these Alaskan
fisheries.

We also launched an interactive online
salmon and water mapping tool—the Fraser
Basin LiveMap (link)—which highlights Wild
Salmon Policy conservation unit areas for all
five species of salmon, and historical
information on the number of fish returning
and river flows throughout the Fraser River
Basin.

44

Supporting the Kwikwetlem First Nation

Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable

The Kwikwetlem First Nation continued its
work to protect its traditional territory along
the Coquitlam River and we supported their
engagement with Metro Vancouver and
other agencies on the science and technical
side of things. Our collaborative work with
the Kwikwetlem on the reintroduction of
sockeye salmon to the Coquitlam River was
immortalized in a permanent outreach
display installed on Wilson Farm. We also
supported the Nation in a juvenile habitat
restoration project in their territory on
Colony Farm, and an adjacent site to
enhance over 700 m2 of riparian habitat and
almost 6,000 m2 of new forest habitat.

Craig Orr, executive director, continued our
work with the Coquitlam River Watershed
Roundtable to foster stewardship of the
river and collaborations with other nongovernment organizations and private sector
members. The initial series of dialogue cafés
were held in late 2012 examining issues
around human well-being and happiness
among citizens as they relate to the river. A
watershed plan is also being developed
which considers key ecosystem services. This
exciting program will continue into 2013.
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Hydropower
As energy demands continue, British Columbia needs a comprehensive and transparent process
to plan for our energy requirements in a way that protects our ecosystems for the future. River
diversion (a.k.a. “run of river”) projects that harness electricity from the flow of water must be
developed without threatening salmon or their habitat. We advocate for the transparent and
comprehensive review of these projects to ensure their responsible development in the context
of other activities in the region.
Assessing Impacts
Hydropower development projects can
impact ecosystems and salmon. In response
to positive reviews of our 2007 outreach
publication on the subject, we released
Tamed Rivers: A Guide to River Diversion
Hydropower in British Columbia. We also
maintained the website HydroWatchBC.ca as
a resource for British Columbians interested
in keeping up to date on projects in the
province, and to provide a forum for
discussion, as well as joining the David
Suzuki Foundation and Ecojustice in a legal
challenge of the decision to forgo an
Environmental Assessment for the Holmes
River run of river project.
Clean Energy BC
Watershed Watch and other NGOs
continued to meet with Clean Energy BC—
the hydropower industry association—to
examine ways to improve planning and
regulation of individual projects and the
industry as a whole to minimize negative
impacts to salmon and ecosystems.
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Water
British Columbia’s magnificent water resources are enjoyed by all. They’re also critical for thriving
salmon populations and healthy ecosystems. Unfortunately, the demand on our water is
growing. In light of increasing concern around water, especially in light of the challenges posed
by climate change, our work on protecting this life-giving necessity is paramount.
Water Act Modernization
We continued to highlight the need for
modern water legislation in B.C. and
specifically on the province’s Living Water
Smart Water Act Modernization process.
Outdated thinking around water protection
threatens both salmon and their habitat.
Groundwater is especially crucial to salmon
health and its use is largely unregulated in
B.C. Despite promises from the provincial
government, B.C. did not see the release of a
modernized Water Act in 2012. Throughout
the year, we continued to increase public
awareness of the importance of water and
the need for more effective water
regulations. Our calls for the inclusion of
optimal river flows for fish and wildlife and
groundwater protection components in the
new Water Act continued through letters to
the province as well as through
presentations to various stakeholder groups.
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Making Connections
By partnering with other water conservation
groups, we continued to increase awareness
and action around this issue. We’ve worked
especially hard on our relationships with
many First Nations representatives
concerned about water, and were able to
help leverage funding to the First Nations
Fisheries Council for a water stewardship
initiative.
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Aquaculture
For well over a decade, we have worked to highlight and deal with aquaculture impacts on wild
fish, publishing scientific papers on the risks of salmon farming to wild fish, producing public
outreach material, and supporting other NGOs, First Nations and the public on science issues. As
a result of our work and that of others in 2011 during the Cohen Inquiry, large historical fish
health databases from industry were publicly released. Our understanding of disease risks from
salmon farms were particularly advanced, and this subject became a new focus of concern
around the industry in 2012.
This year we’ve also strengthened our partnership with SOS Marine Conservation Foundation to
more efficiently report on new science and regulatory issues in regards to unsustainable salmon
farming practices.
Governance

Sea Lice and Pathogens
Given the concern around diseases, our
fisheries biologist—Stan Proboszcz—
partnered with researchers at Simon Fraser
University to sample Cultus Lake cutthroat
trout for various pathogens. Our results
were surprising and we held a press
conference with SFU to announce that 14
out of 15 fish tested positive for a European
strain of Piscine Reovirus—a virus linked to
the salmon farming industry. Craig Orr and
Stan Proboszcz also collaborated with
several academics on a paper to be
published in the Ecological Applications, with
nine years of data indicating that early
treatment of salmon farms with pesticides
can significantly reduce lice loads on
outmigrating wild juvenile salmon. However,
due to the development of resistance to
drugs, the use of these pesticides is simply a
band-aid solution. Watershed Watch also
sponsored research published by Dr.
Brendan Connors and others that links
declines in Fraser River sockeye salmon
abundance to interactions among three
factors: pink salmon abundance, exposure to
farmed salmon, and ocean temperatures.

We also collaborated with Save Our Salmon,
and other NGOs to press DFO towards more
transparent, science-based and balanced
stakeholder management tables for opennet and closed containment salmon farming.
Discussions with DFO will continue in 2013.
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Financial Summary
(8)
(1)
(7)

(6)

Fisheries, WSP & Cohen (1)

$ 163,818

Capacity & Engagement (2)

$ 58,728

Water & Energy (3)

$ 68,356

Aquaculture (4)

$ 37,611

Stewardship & Habitat (5)

$ 64,508

Consulting (6)

(5)

(2)

(4)

$ 1,752

Kwikwetlem (7)

$ 93,208

General (8)

$ 37,231

Total Revenue

(3)
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$ 525,213

Thank You to Our Supporters!
Watershed Watch’s efforts to protect B.C.’s wild salmon are only possible thanks to our generous
supporters. Our 2012 conservation campaigns were funded mainly thanks to the following:
Alpine Club of Canada
BC Hydro – Fisheries and Wildlife
Compensation Program
Val and Dick Bradshaw
Sherry Loof and Peter Broomhall
Charles Brumwell
Bullitt Foundation
Coast Mountain Expeditions Ltd.
City of Coquitlam
Coquitlam Foundation
Michael De Gea
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
David Fraser
Fraser Salmon & Watersheds Program
Generation Maintenance
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Ronald Grantham
Wayne Halabourda
Carol and Ken Hardinge-Rooney
Horne Coupar Law Firm

Kingfishers Rod and Gun Club
Kwikwetlem First Nation
Liber Ero Foundation
Art Lingren
Luna Trust
Bob Meiser
Metro Vancouver
Mountain Equipment Co-op
One Percent for the Planet
Preet Pall
Patrick Hodgson Family Foundation
Resources Legacy Fund - Sustainable
Fisheries Fund
Richard Ronyecz
SOS Marine Conservation Foundation
Spirit of Coquitlam Foundation
Vancouver Foundation
Victoria Foundation
Alison Wald
Wilburforce Foundation
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