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standing up for British Columbia’s wild salmon

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
There are few things that British Columbians treasure more than our wild
salmon. These magnificent creatures support our ecosystems, they support
a great deal of economic activity, and they feed First Nations from the outer

reaches of the west coast to the Rocky Mountains. They are part of who we are –
and they are facing many challenges.

WHAT WE DO
We are advocates for B.C.’s wild salmon and the waters they swim in.
For 17 years Watershed Watch has been exposing threats to salmon and
their habitats, calling for conservation action, and promoting solutions.

HOW WE DO IT
SCIENTIFIC EXPERTISE – working with scientists from universities,
other non-profits, governments, First Nations, and the private sector.
STRATEGIC ALLIANCES – partnering with like-minded groups to amplify
our power.
BEARING WITNESS – with boots on the ground, eyes on the water,
and a seat at the tables that influence wild salmon management.
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT – informing citizens, engaging with them,
and providing tools for effective advocacy.
BALANCE – taking a reasonable, solutions-based approach to difficult
issues, and putting improvement before ideals.
COURAGE – not shying away from holding government, industry, and
others to account.

Over the past year, record-high ocean temperatures took hold in the North Pacific,
degrading the food base for our salmon, bringing voracious predators like mackerel
and hake into our waters, and likely contributing to the drought that made many of
our rivers lethally warm for salmon this summer. New and proposed industrial projects
like acid-draining mines, oil pipelines, open-net fish farms, and hydro dams continue
to threaten salmon, along with the perennial impacts from overfishing, urbanization,
unsustainable water use, and unsustainable forestry practices. Meanwhile, federal and
provincial laws meant to protect salmon and their habitats have been weakened, and
the government budgets for enforcing these laws continue to shrink.
But in the face of all this gloom and uncertainty, we have good reasons to be
hopeful. While several major salmon runs came back very small this year, others
that were once on the verge of total collapse are showing signs of recovery. First
Nations are re-establishing ancient fisheries that in many cases can be more
sustainable than current industrial fisheries; closed containment aquaculture
operations are gaining an economic foothold; and B.C. now has a new Water
Sustainability Act that among other things, will better protect water flows for fish.
Most importantly, though, we find hope in people like you. In a 2011 province-wide
poll conducted for Watershed Watch and SkeenaWild by
Angus Reid Public Opinion, 70% of the respondents
agreed that “Wild salmon are as culturally
important to the people of B.C. as the French
language is to the people of Quebec.” This is what
gets me out of bed in the morning – knowing that
British Columbians are behind us in our work
to protect these icons of the west coast, and to
push for solutions. This is why Watershed Watch
exists. This is what we do.
The more of us that get involved, the better off
our wild salmon will be, and the better off we
all will be. We welcome you to join with us and
take a stand for wild salmon!
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OUR THEORY OF CHANGE
We better protect wild salmon
and their habitats by engaging,
organizing, and galvanizing
our supporters, earning their
trust, respect and help, by
marshaling evidence of threats
and championing solutions.
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HARVEST
Just as wild salmon are a cultural touchstone for
British Columbians, so too is salmon fishing.
Even the simple act of eating wild B.C.
salmon connects us to a fishery, but as salmon
conservationists, we need to pay close attention to
how we kill salmon for food. Watershed Watch
continues to be a leader in B.C.’s conservation
community when it comes to pushing for better
management of our salmon fisheries.
We believe that B.C. can have vibrant aboriginal,
recreational, and commercial salmon fisheries
that still provide enough fish to nourish the
ecosystem while allowing for the rebuilding of
depleted runs. But we aren’t there yet.

B.C.’s salmon fisheries are better managed, more selective, and more responsible than
they were a generation ago, yet the majority of the catch still comes from fisheries that
have unacceptable impacts on endangered runs. Federal budgets for science, monitoring
salmon runs, and enforcing fishing regulations have been slashed in recent years. The
need for a strong fisheries watchdog in this province is greater than ever.
As a founding member of the Pacific Marine Conservation Caucus1 we continue
to defend the public interest in salmon conservation at official planning tables like
the Integrated Harvest Planning Committee, which helps shape annual fishing
plans. However, simply going to meetings isn’t enough to force positive change.
That is why we continue to speak out when government fishery managers allow
overfishing of depleted salmon runs. We collaborate with First Nations who
share our goals, and enthusiastically endorse salmon fisheries that meet a high
standard of sustainability.
This past year we ramped up our citizen engagement in order to protect endangered
coho and sockeye salmon runs from increased overfishing. Through our campaign,
federal fishery managers received hundreds of letters from citizens opposed to the
aggressive new fishing plans being considered by the government. We plan to keep
doing this whenever necessary.

1

Watershed Watch is a founding member and Chair of the Pacific Marine Conservation Caucus (MCC),
an officially recognized stakeholder in consultations with Fisheries and Oceans Canada comprised of nine
prominent B.C. conservation groups. For more information on the MCC visit mccpacific.org.

MONITORING
We also bear witness. In 2013, after years of asking for better enforcement of
fishing regulations, we filmed and exposed rampant violations and a total lack
of enforcement in one of Canada’s largest commercial salmon fisheries. Our
exposé garnered widespread media attention and forced the fishing industry and
government to finally sit down with us to address the problems.

CHECK OUT OUR VIDEO:

One fantastic outcome was a field study led this summer by Katrina Cook, a
Ph.D. student in Dr. Scott Hinch’s lab at the University of B.C. The study was
supported by industry, government, and us and our allies. Ms. Cook’s work
is providing valuable data showing how various handling practices affect the
survival of salmon released by fishermen.

Fishermen can harvest more fish from healthy salmon runs, while affording
greater protection to threatened runs in B.C., if consumers eat more salmon
from “stock-selective” fisheries.

The success of “bearing witness” led us to hit the water again in 2014 and 2015
and we plan to keep at it in 2016 and beyond, continuing to work with fishermen
and managers to develop solutions.
Through all of our work on fisheries management, we have worked closely with our
allies at SkeenaWild Conservation Trust, Raincoast Conservation Foundation, the
David Suzuki Foundation, and other groups. These alliances continue to be crucial
to the success of our work.

Saving Wild Salmon by
Changing the Way We Fish

That’s the message delivered by fishermen, First Nations, renowned chef Robert
Clark, Professor John Reynolds from Simon Fraser University, and leading
conservationists in this illuminating short film narrated by Vancouver-based
actor Bruce Greenwood. Produced by Screaming Black Dog Productions for
Watershed Watch Salmon Society and SkeenaWild Conservation Trust.

This video is just the beginning.
If you are like us, you want to know that the wild salmon you eat comes from a
healthy and abundant run. Watershed Watch is working with businesses, First
Nations, and other advocates to help increase consumer support for conservation
leaders in our fishing industry.

HABITAT
PROTECTING & RESTORING HABITAT
FOR WILD SALMON
There are two things we can do immediately to help our salmon persist through
a changing climate: get as many of them back onto the spawning grounds as
possible every year, and protect their habitat.
With so much salmon habitat in B.C., and so many threats to it, we focus our
attention in high-priority areas where we think we can have the biggest impact.
This past year we focused on three areas: the Mt. Polley mine disaster, protecting
water for fish, and reducing the impacts of hydropower on salmon.
Protecting water for fish has been harder in recent years, due to the gutting
of environmental legislation and cutting of budgets for government oversight.
Thankfully, B.C.’s new Water Sustainability Act – which in May 2014 replaced
our century-old Water Act – was a step forward. Watershed Watch worked hard
with many allies to make this new law as strong as possible. While far from
perfect, one environmental law expert called the new Act “one of the best pieces
of environmental legislation in the past 15 years.” Our challenge now is to ensure
that provincial regulations under the new Act have the teeth they need to make
a real difference for wild salmon.

VICTORY:

NO HAZARDOUS
WASTE ON THE FRASER
Watershed Watch is part of a coalition
of First Nations, conservation groups,
and recreational fishers that came
together to oppose the building of a
hazardous waste recycling facility on the Fraser River floodplain near Chilliwack.
We played a leading role in galvanizing public opposition to the facility’s proposed
location in a sensitive riparian zone adjacent to the Bert Brink wildlife management
area. Fifty-four organizations representing over 150,000 people across B.C.,
Canada and Washington State signed on to oppose the location, and many wrote
letters to elected officials pushing for an alternative site. Our involvement helped
make this issue a hot topic during the 2014 municipal elections, ensuring that
candidates took notice of the wave of opposition.
Success came on May 6, 2015 when the proponent withdrew their proposal, after
being requested by the Ministry of Environment (based on our petitioning) to
consult with local First Nations before permits could be approved. Citing too
many hurdles, the proponent abandoned the project.

SALMON CONSERVATION AND ENERGY PLANNING
Some forms of clean energy come at a cost to wild salmon. Yet impacts to wild
salmon can be avoided or reduced if conservation concerns are clearly understood,
acknowledged, and considered.

MOUNT POLLEY
The Mt. Polley Mine disaster on August 4, 2014 unleashed 25 billion litres of
heavy metal-laden sediment and water into Quesnel Lake and the Fraser River
watershed. Hazeltine Creek (pictured above) was turned into a post-apocalyptic
wasteland. Levels of toxic metals in Quesnel Lake exceeded government standards
for months, and the impacts to the legendary Quesnel sockeye run will take years
to play out and be understood.

Watershed Watch regularly engages with academic conservation biologists to
enhance our credibility, concerns, and clout when it comes to protecting wild
salmon from habitat impacts of river diversion projects. We directly support the
development and use of a conservation-based planning tool around run-of-river,
being developed by Dr. Wendy Palen’s lab at Simon Fraser University, and have
helped shape its development and dissemination. This tool, if adopted, has the
potential to identify and avoid impacts, through a more holistic and sciencebased planning process.

We responded to the disaster by letting the public know about the potential
impacts to Quesnel salmon, raising thousands of dollars for independent water
testing by the Quesnel River Research Centre (University of Northern B.C.),
and we continue to highlight the risks posed by massive new acid-draining mines
planned for other salmon bearing watersheds around B.C.
Reducing the impacts of hydropower on salmon has been a major focus for
us over our 17-year history. Following on our landmark report Tamed Rivers: A
Guide to River Diversion Hydropower in B.C., we are participating in two initiatives
that can improve B.C.’s controversial hydropower industry by reducing impacts
on salmon: the Energy Forum, and the development of a “decision support tool”
by Dr. Wendy Palen’s team at Simon Fraser University.

ENERGY FORUM: DIALOGUE,
PLANNING, AND WILD SALMON
The Energy Forum was first established in April 2011 as a collaborative dialogue
process among representatives of Clean Energy BC (an industry association)
and various B.C. environmental groups. The process is a vehicle for sharing
information and perspectives on B.C.’s energy future, and occasional joint
advocacy on climate, energy and related environmental issues in the province.
As a member of the Energy Forum, Watershed Watch has gained support for
better understanding of impacts of run-of-river hydro. Collectively, the forum
is also focusing on climate targets, and better planning around how energy is
developed and used in B.C.

RETURNING RED FISH TO THE RIVER
Since the Coquitlam River sockeye salmon run was cut off by dam construction in
the early 1900s, the Kwikwetlem First Nation – named after the spawning colour
of these amazing fish – have dreamed of seeing this run restored. We share this
dream, and thanks to funding from B.C. Hydro’s Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program, we’re moving closer to this goal.
We have been working with LGL Limited and partners in the Kwikwetlem Salmon
Restoration Program on several projects designed to more effectively transport
kokanee fry from Coquitlam Lake into the lower river, both by developing better
understanding of their distribution in the lake as well as raising smolts and releasing
them below the dam. Additional funding from B.C. Hydro supports a trap and
truck program to move returning adults past the dam and into the lake. This work
is also supporting longer-term planning for a fish ladder, to permanently return red
fish to the river.

OPEN NET
SALMON FARMING
The open-net salmon farm file has been a busy one due to a recent push for
expanding the industry on our coast. Among the new farm site proposals were
two in the Broughton Archipelago, the source of much science highlighting
the negative impacts of sea lice on wild salmon. In light of all the science, the
proposals were nonsensical, so we rallied the public to write to government
officials during the review process and were elated by the great response.
Earlier this year, Watershed Watch’s Stan Proboszcz testified in Ottawa before
the Senate Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans on the risks of salmon
aquaculture. In addition to tabling our opposition to the industry’s expansion,
Stan submitted over 500 written comments from the public opposing new fish
farms in British Columbia.
Stan and Craig Orr have also supported several First Nation groups involved
with the salmon farming debates, including the First Nations Fisheries Council
and the newly emerging Wild Salmon Alliance.

Unfortunately, an attempted collaboration with the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) was not successful. DFO initiated an Aquaculture Management
Advisory Committee (AMAC) which was stacked with a disproportionate number
of industry representatives, at the expense of First Nations and conservation
groups, and DFO were not open to any changes. Our collective – which included
the David Suzuki Foundation and the Pacific Salmon Foundation – decided that
with DFO not listening, it was fruitless to engage with this sham of a process.

PETITION
Continuing our collaborations with other conservation groups, we joined several
allies in presenting a petition to the Legislature signed by over 100,000 people in
opposition to open-net farming in B.C. Although the federal government now
has regulatory control over the industry, the province is responsible for issuing
tenures for new farms. We urged the B.C. government to exercise restraint in
granting new tenures before the science is in.

COHEN INQUIRY UPDATE
We have seen very little meaningful action from DFO on the Cohen Inquiry
recommendations, despite the fact that the federal government initiated the
inquiry at a cost of $37 million to Canadian taxpayers. Through our Cohen Report
Card we are monitoring whether recommendations are being implemented, and
holding the government to account.

HEALTHY WATERSHEDS
HEALTHY LIVES
Nature Therapy
Our work on watershed and human health has been helped considerably by
recent research and heightened awareness around the important health benefits
of engaging in “nature therapy.” Medical researchers have provided a compelling
argument that we shouldn’t forget that our physiological functions are still adapted
to nature. They have shown that time spent in nature produces measurable health
benefits, including lower blood pressure, lower heart rates, improved immune
systems, elevated levels of cancer killing proteins, and lower cancer rates.
The new book, Blue Mind 1 summarizes science that shows how proximity to
water can diminish anxiety, amplify creativity, increase success, and improve our
overall health and well-being.
Using this and other research, we are demonstrating how protecting your own
watershed is critical to your own well-being, and galvanizing broader support for
watershed protection.
The ultimate fate of wild salmon is closely linked with watershed health. But
the same holds for people. To broaden support for watershed health, Watershed
Watch is focussing more on people, reminding them in many venues of just how
closely their own well-being depends on the continued delivery of ecosystem
services, such as clean water and greenspace.

1

Blue Mind: the surprising science that shows how being near, in, on, or under water can make you
happier, healthier, more connected, and better at what you do. Wallace J. Nicols, 2015

Watershed Watch helps finance and guide the Coquitlam River Watershed
Roundtable, in an ambitious effort to assess the status of and threats to key
ecosystem services, and related measures of human well-being in the Coquitlam
watershed. Guided by the principles of resilience-based ecosystem stewardship,
the Roundtable has been developing a watershed plan unique to Canada that
characterizes existing conditions and potential pressures, and identifies strategies
needed to ensure the future health of the watershed – including its residents.
Healthy ecosystems provide us with important cultural, social, and even spiritual
benefits. More importantly, health ecosystems services – such as water and greenspace – provide people with important health benefits. Watershed Watch is thus
striving to bolster watershed protection and health by alerting people to just how
important those services are to their mental and physical well-being.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BUILDING AWARENESS, TAKING
ACTION, GENERATING MOMENTUM
Until recently, much of our work has happened behind the scenes. Watershed
Watch is well-positioned to bring communities and decision-makers together to
protect wild salmon and clean water. These issues resonate deeply with the people
of B.C. Over the last year and a half we have begun helping them stand up for
salmon in their communities.
Two of our biggest campaigns have been restoring some important salmon
habitat in Pitt Meadows and stopping a contentious proposal for a hazardous

waste facility on the banks of the Fraser River in Chilliwack. Our common
relationships with salmon, water, and nature have the power to bring people
together, and we have seen first hand that together we are stronger.
In January 2014 our engagement coordinator Lina Azeez met with a resident of
Pitt Meadows concerned about the state of the Katzie Slough (pictured above) –
prime salmon habitat that can no longer support juvenile coho and other salmon
species. Working with local groups, we’ve led walking, biking and canoeing tours
of the Slough, connecting people with it in a visceral way. We coordinated a
clean-up of the Slough, pulling over 200 kg of garbage and recyclables from the
water and streambanks. The event was attended by local Councillors and federal
election candidates who now have a better understanding of the community’s
concerns for this precious piece of salmon habitat.

ALIGNING WITH THE YOGA COMMUNITY
The yoga, education and environmental communities came together on World
Rivers Day, September 28, 2014 in the Coquitlam watershed to raise awareness
of the connections between watershed health and human well-being. The yoga
practitioners recognize that many of the well-being benefits they sought through
yoga (such as reduced stress and improved immune systems) are also provided
by healthy ecosystems and nature therapy. The spectacle of a large gathering
of “unusual suspects” – advocating for both healthy watersheds and healthy
lives drew considerable attention to the event and issues – setting the stage for
subsequent “My Watershed Moment” events.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - 2014
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Our efforts to protect B.C.’s wild salmon are only possible thanks to
our generous supporters. Watershed Watch’s 2014-15 conservation
campaigns were funded mainly thanks to the following:
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Supporters
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Aquaculture..................................................$42,380
General & Administration...............................$60,249
Water, Energy & Habitat................................$64,669
Watershed Management & Restoration.............$84,258
Fisheries, Wild Salmon Policy & Cohen..........$138,163
Engagement................................................$165,091
Total....................................................... $488,828

IMAGES
Watershed Watch is grateful for the support of the many photographers
whose images and contributions help us share the story of B.C.’s salmon.
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Aaron Hill, Jeremy Williams, Ian Hinkle, Craig Orr, Steve Perih (steveperih.com),
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Michael D. Akerly
Mark Angelo
Trent Appelbe
Lida Baron
B.C. Hydro–Fish & Wildlife 		
Compensation Program
Blue Planet Links Foundation
Val and Dick Bradshaw
Sherry Loof and Peter Broomhall
Elizabeth & Lawrence Brown
Charles Brumwell
Bullitt Foundation
Canadian Freshwater Alliance
Coast Mountain Expeditions Ltd.
City of Coquitlam
City of Maple Ridge
Marion Cumming
Charlotte Devaney
Rebekah Devito
DGA Tech Ltd.
First Nations Fisheries Council
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Gideon Flitt
David Fraser
Patricia Gallaugher
Samuel Goldman
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Bruce Greenwood
Mark Haddock
Wayne Halabourda
Jamie Hall
Carol and Ken Hardinge-Rooney
Andrew Hardingham
Chris Heppner
Dan Holder
Horne Coupar Law Firm
Nancy Issenman
Patricia Jacobson

Pamela Kane
Kingfishers Rod and Gun Club
Janis Knaupp
Donald Krogseth
Kwikwetlem First Nation
Lady Dragon Glassworks
Liber Ero Foundation
Art Lingren
Lululemon Athletica
Luna Trust
Mountain Equipment Co-op
Lindsay Myers
Northcoast Steelhead Alliance
One Percent for the Planet
Patagonia
Preet Pall
Raincoast Conservation Foundation
Richard Ronyecz
Screaming Black Dog Productions
SkeenaWild Conservation Trust
Terry Slack
Jack Stanford
SOS Marine Conservation Foundation
Shirley & Candace Stevens
Small Change Fund
Suncrest Ventures
Telus
Tides Canada
TD Friends of the Environment
Totem Flyfishers
Upper Fraser Fisheries
Conservation Alliance
Van City
Victoria Foundation
Robert Waters
Wilburforce Foundation
Willow Grove Foundation
Julian Yates

PROFILE: GREG TAYLOR

TRANSITION

Last year, Watershed Watch scored Greg Taylor – one of the most skilled,
experienced, and hard-working fisheries experts in the land.

MOVING FORWARD

During eleven years in Prince Rupert as Manager of Ocean’s Fisheries Northern
Operations, Greg was Chair of the North Coast Advisory Board, President of
the Northern Processors Association, and sat on the Steering Committee of the
Skeena Watershed Committee and the Pacific Salmon Commission. He was then
promoted to Vice-President of Fisheries Management for Ocean Fisheries with
responsibility for sourcing seafood in B.C. and Alaska. Working in Vancouver,
Greg was elected Chair of the Herring Industry Advisory Board and participated
in several multi-stakeholder consultative processes.

At the start of 2015, we changed more than just the calendar.
The biggest shift was our founding Executive Director, Craig Orr, taking a step
back to enjoy more time in the great outdoors he has worked so hard to protect.
We are thrilled that Craig has continued on a part-time basis as our Conservation
Advisor, which has fostered a smooth transition for new Executive Director,
Aaron Hill, and Operations Director, Trish Hall.
In 2015 we joined forces with SOS Marine Conservation Foundation, a group we
have worked with closely for several years on aquaculture issues and welcomed
SOS past President, Eric Hobson to our Board. At the same time we thanked our
wonderful founding Treasurer, Sherry Loof, for her many years of hard work and
dedication as she moved on to other worthy pursuits.
Our team continues to grow, with the addition of Ian Hinkle as Communications
Manager, and we’re moving ever forward in our efforts to protect B.C.’s wild salmon.

Greg began his career in B.C.’s last independent salmon cannery. While earning
his Master of Resource Management degree at SFU, he worked seasonally on
Haida Gwaii – beginning a relationship with First Nations that would become
the cornerstone of his career.

A conservationist at heart, Greg left Ocean’s in 2010 to start FishFirst Consulting,
returning to his primary interests: working with partners to better integrate the
preservation of ecosystems with human social and economic values; developing
new fishing opportunities with First Nations; and bringing his extensive
experience to bear on conservation challenges.
In his current partnership with Watershed Watch, Greg has led a team
developing a new salmon management model focusing on the conservation
of individual salmon populations; developing stock-selective First Nations
fisheries; researching the impact on salmon discarded in fisheries; and improving
compliance in commercial and recreational fisheries.

HOW YOU
CAN HELP
Donate.
Participate.
Speak up.
Volunteer.

Please visit: watershedwatch.ca/donate

CONNECT
Watershed Watch Salmon Society
Office 8236
200 – 375 Water Street
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada, V6B 0M9
604.398.3236
salmon@watershedwatch.ca
watershedwatch.ca

Thank you!
Your contributions help
increase our capacity to
stand up for wild salmon
in British Columbia.

