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From the 
Executive Director
2017 was a tough year for B.C.’s wild salmon. 
Abnormally warm ocean waters in preceding years 
caused record low salmon returns and unprecedented 
fishery closures. Sockeye returns in B.C.’s two largest 
rivers, the Skeena and the Fraser, were the lowest on record. On the Skeena, 
where I grew up and where my dad worked as a fishing guide, the recreational 
chinook fishery was closed for the first time ever. 

In addition to being a fishing guide and many other things, my dad was also 
one of B.C.’s fiercest defenders of wild salmon and wild places. He passed away 
in September, making 2017 even tougher around here. (Please read our tribute 
to him further on). He often quoted the renowned B.C. salmon biologist,  
Kees Groot, who (according to my dad) said that in the face of climate change, 
the best defence for our salmon is to protect their habitat and get as many of 
them back to their spawning grounds as possible. That is the essence of our 
work and I’m happy to say we made significant progress this year.

In 2017, we hit our stride in organizing citizens to stand up for wild salmon. 
Five years ago, under the leadership of Dr. Craig Orr, Watershed Watch decided 
to harness people power more directly in our campaigns. We realized that good 
laws and policies, and all the science in the world, weren’t going to get us very far 
without the backing of empowered and informed citizens to hold government 
accountable. In that respect, 2017 was a resounding success for Watershed Watch. 
Over the past year, we more than doubled the size of our email list, nearly doubled 
our Facebook following, and brought in more volunteers than ever before to help 
us with everything from boots-on-the-ground habitat restoration, to data entry, to 
filling public meeting rooms with citizens bent on defending wild salmon.

So despite the difficulties of 2017, we closed out the year feeling good about 
our growing collective ability to defend wild salmon and wild rivers in an 
increasingly hostile world. Of course, we don’t do any of this alone. Our 
strength lies in our unity with allied First Nations, our fellow conservation 
organizations, conservation-oriented fishing groups and businesses, and the 
hundreds of thousands of citizens across this province and beyond who share 
our love and concern for wild salmon.

For the fish,

Aaron Hill

Our Vision



Safe Passage

Our Safe Passage campaign – to get salmon farms 
out of wild salmon migration routes – now feels 
more optimistic than it has in nearly two decades. 

The key to winning this campaign is showing 
our federal and provincial politicians their 
constituents want wild salmon protected from the diseases of fish farms. 
Over the past year, we garnered repeated media attention on the impacts of 
fish farms and the shortcomings of government’s oversight of the industry.

Our Safe Passage petition grew to over 9,000 signatures and our volunteers 
and supporters were highly engaged on this campaign. We mobilized citizens 
to attend rallies and write letters to their local papers expressing their concerns. 
And when Victoria’s mayor and council voted on a motion to move fish 
farms out of B.C. waters, our supporters wrote over 500 letters in 6 days. The 
motion passed and will be voted on by all B.C. municipalities in 2018.

Fish farms and their diseases dominated the headlines for much of 2017, 
fueled in large part by the catastrophic farmed salmon escape in Washington 
state, Tavish Campbell’s horrifying video of virus-laden bloodwater, and by 
First Nations’ fish farm occupations. New science added weight to calls to 
get salmon farms out of our oceans and away from wild salmon.

8,503 
petition  
 signatures

We supported Broughton Archipelago First Nations in an open letter stating 
our support for their opposition of fish farms in their territories.

Behind the scenes, we continued to organize with allied conservation groups 
and provided technical support for the First Nations Wild Salmon Alliance, 
the Kwikwasut’inuxw Haxwa’mis and other First Nations.

In January, we helped organize and participated in Speaking for the Salmon, a 
scientific think tank organised by Simon Fraser University, which produced 
a hard-hitting report and video with recommendations for better managing 
wild salmon and protecting them from fish farms.

Our science advisor, Stan Proboszcz, 
sat on the Canadian Science 
Advisory Secretariat reviewing fish 
farm science, and began work on 
a public critique of this flawed 
government process. 

We continued to coordinate and 
organize with allied conservation 
groups and began laying 
the groundwork for a bold, 
collaborative campaign aimed at 
getting fish farms out of the water 
once and for all. This new campaign 
will be rolled out in 2018.

566 
letters sent to 
councillors

62 
letters sent to 
newspapers
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Connected Waters

770 
volunteer hours

2,150  petition   
 signatures 60

farmers   
engaged

320 
plants in   

 the ground

Connected Waters is one of our cornerstone campaigns, aiming to reconnect 
and restore the vast web of salmon habitats in the lower Fraser Valley cut off 
by outdated flood infrastructure and practices. 

Our Connected Waters campaigner, Lina Azeez, was on fire all year, holding 
meetings with community members, farmers, First Nations leaders, MPs, 
MLAs, city councillors, ministers and other government officials. Politicians 
seem enthusiastic about infrastructure projects that can both improve 
salmon habitat and create jobs in their communities. Municipalities like 
Pitt Meadows and Chilliwack are now starting to consider fish-friendly 
upgrades to their flood control infrastructure. The momentum and 
enthusiasm is exciting, but we still have a lot of work ahead to make our 
flood management system fish-friendly.

To address the issues between salmon habitat and agricultural interests along 
the Katzie Slough, we hosted a farmer to farmer forum in collaboration with 
the City of Pitt Meadows. Over 60 local farmers came out to participate in 
this important discussion.

We also helped connect people with their local waterways. Throughout the 
year, we hosted canoe tours, garbage clean-ups, monitoring projects and 
restoration events along the Katzie and Camp-Hope Sloughs, welcoming 
over 100 people including volunteers, local community members, city staff, 
reporters and elected officials.

1,500 km of salmon-bearing waterways are impacted by over 150 flood control structures.
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Fishing Smarter
Watershed Watch is B.C.’s leading advocate for reducing the impact of 
B.C.’s salmon fisheries on endangered salmon runs.

During the summer, we raised the alarm about reckless commercial fishery 
openings in the face of record-low salmon returns on B.C.’s north and central 
coasts. Thanks to our efforts, and to our supporters who flooded the fisheries 
minister’s inbox with letters, the problematic fisheries were quickly closed. 

Watershed Watch continues to work to improve compliance in B.C.’s 
salmon fisheries. In 2017, our fisheries advisor, Greg Taylor, was appointed 
chair of the Pacific Fisheries Monitoring and Compliance Panel. 

Greg also works closely with Lake Babine Nation and other First Nations 
in the Skeena watershed, supporting the development of highly sustainable 
and successful rights-based fisheries.

Collaborating with allies at SkeenaWild Conservation Trust, Raincoast 
Conservation Foundation, the David Suzuki Foundation and the Steelhead 
Society of BC, we represented the public interest in conservation at fishery 
management tables like the Integrated Harvest Planning Committee, providing 
extensive feedback and soliciting public input on proposed fishing plans.

With proper management, and by shifting our fisheries into more sustainable 
locations and gear types, we can rebuild our wild salmon runs so that 
aboriginal, recreational, and commercial salmon fisheries can safely thrive.

Connecting Science and Law
In October, we released a report by the University of Victoria 
Environmental Law Centre exposing a lack of oversight and monitoring 
of fish habitat behind dikes and floodgates. At the same time, Simon 
Fraser University researchers released a study demonstrating how outdated 
floodgates on these waterways unnecessarily block fish passage and impact 
water quality. Coordinating a joint media release with the SFU and UVic 
researchers, we garnered significant media coverage of the issue.

Camp-Hope Slough
Watershed Watch works with local 
First Nations, residents and community 
advocates in Chilliwack through the 
Friends of Camp-Hope Slough, a collective 
formed to restore these historic waterways. 
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Lake Babine Nation’s highly selective sockeye fishery on Babine Lake.

Kennedy pump station on Katzie Slough, blocking fish passage and 
water flows to the Pitt River.



Water for Fish
Watershed Watch advocates for healthy water flows for fish and nature 
throughout B.C., including stronger implementation of the Water 
Sustainability Act. 

Knowing the vast majority of British Columbians share our vision for water 
management, in 2017 we focussed on galvanizing that support and turning 
it into action.

Working collaboratively with other organizations, under the banner Our 
Water BC, we co-hosted several all-candidates forums on water issues in the 
run-up to the provincial election. The forums, held in the lower mainland 
and on Vancouver Island, ensured water management received attention 
from citizens and candidates in several important ridings. 

We spearheaded a statement of expectations for implementation of 
the Water Sustainability Act, endorsed by a wide array of conservation 
and fishing organizations, and after the election, we followed up with a 
statement of water priorities to the new provincial government. 

In 2017, we also provided input on new federal environmental legislation 
dealing with water. This included letters on the Fisheries Act, letters 
and a meeting with Environment Minister Catherine McKenna on the 
Environmental Assessment Act, and a submission on the Navigable Waters Act.

Getting Out the Vote

In 2017, we were thrilled to join Organizing for Change (OFC), a strategic 
initiative of environmental groups representing hundreds of thousands of 
British Columbians. OFC works at the local and provincial levels to advance 
key policy priorities and helps the issues we work on resonate louder in the 
halls of power. We joined them in a highly successful non-partisan initiative 
to get our supporters to vote in the provincial election.

Strengthening     
the Foundation
Watershed Watch works to ensure effective laws and policies are in place and 
put into action for B.C.’s wild salmon.

As outrageous as it sounds, we headed into 2017 with the the federal 
government aiming to dismantle Canada’s Policy for the Conservation of Wild 
Pacific Salmon; the blueprint for managing B.C.’s wild salmon. 

Watershed Watch flooded town hall meetings, rallied our allies, got 
mainstream media attention, directly lobbied the minister and the Prime 
Minister’s Office and spurred over 300 citizens to write personal letters. Our 
efforts paid off, and the wild salmon policy remained intact.

When DFO released the Draft Wild Salmon Policy Implementation Plan for 
public consultation, we began pushing for improvements to the plan with 
more accountability, stronger requirements for rebuilding depleted runs and 
better monitoring of salmon returns. Once again, we spurred citizen letters 
and got supporters out to public meetings.

When elected, the federal government promised to act on the 75 
recommendations of the 2012 Cohen Commission of Inquiry into the Decline 
of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River. DFO produced their second progress 
report in October 2017, and we provided a thorough critique, as we did the 
year before.

In 2017, the Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans released their 
recommendations for re-strengthening the Fisheries Act, which, if enacted, 
would make the act one of Canada’s strongest pieces of environmental 
legislation. We are proud of the work we did alongside dozens of 
conservation groups nationwide to get to this point, including travelling 
to Ottawa to testify before the committee. In 2018, we will help push the 
government to make these recommendations into law. 

Energy Forum
Reducing the impacts of hydropower on salmon has been a major focus 
for us over our 19-year history. In 2017, we continued to participate 
in the Energy Forum, a collaboration between Clean Energy BC (an 
industry association) and various B.C. environmental groups to advance 
common objectives.

1,400    
 Watershed Watch  
 supporters called

240  people  
pledged to 
vote

363 
conversations  
 held



Recovering  
Depleted Runs
In 2017, we were heavily engaged in efforts to recover severely depleted 
chinook salmon runs in southern B.C. These runs provide essential food to 
endangered southern resident killer whales.

We also joined recreational fishing groups and First Nations to initiate an 
emergency assessment of Interior Fraser River steelhead by the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). This year, 
COSEWIC also released their first comprehensive assessment of Fraser River 
sockeye, classifying eight of the 24 populations as “endangered.” In 2018 and 
beyond, we will be pushing the federal government to list these runs under 
Canada’s Species at Risk Act, triggering the recovery planning necessitated by 
the listing; something never before done for a salmon species.

Coquitlam River 
Watershed Roundtable
Hailed by water management experts across B.C. as a model of 
collaboration and problem-solving, the Coquitlam River Watershed 
Roundtable (CRWR) promotes the long-term sustainability of the 
Coquitlam River watershed. Watershed Watch is a founding member of the 
roundtable and participated in the development of the Lower Coquitlam 
River Watershed Plan in 2015, identifying key issues affecting salmon and 
human health and safety in the watershed.

In 2017, the CRWR began implementing projects to address pressures 
identified in the watershed plan, with support from the Tides Canada BC 
Freshwater Legacy Initiative, and in partnership with the Cities of Coquitlam 
and Port Coquitlam, Kwikwetlem First Nation and others.

In August, we helped the CRWR organize a series of guided river walks with 
support from the Port Coquitlam Community Foundation and Vancity 
Shaughnessy Station Community Branch. The guided walks alongside the 
Coquitlam River taught residents about invasive plant species and how they 
can help combat this ecological pressure. Invasive species were identified 
among the top three challenges facing the Coquitlam watershed.

Partnership with 
Kwikwetlem
Watershed Watch has been an active participant in the Kwikwetlem Salmon 
Restoration Program for many years, including administering the adult trap 
and transport project that helps any returning adult sockeye get past the 
dam in the fall.

The first of some 5,000 sockeye smolts were released to the Coquitlam River 
in a special ceremony led by the Kwikwetlem First Nation on April 20, 
2017. This was likely the largest release of Coquitlam sockeye since salmon 
passage was blocked by the construction of the Coquitlam dam over 100 
years ago. It was an important step in the sockeye restoration program, and 
was especially meaningful for the Kwikwetlem First Nation, whose name 
translates as “red fish up the river.”

It was also the culmination of years of work including partners from 
Kwikwetlem First Nation, the Fish & Wildlife Restoration Program, Port 
Coquitlam & District Hunting and Fishing Club, Metro Vancouver, BC 
Hydro, the Province of British Columbia, Fisheries and Oceans Canada and 
the Cities of Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam.

ph
ot

o:
 S

ta
n 

Pr
ob

os
zc

z

ph
ot

o:
 C

ra
ig

 O
rr



Keeping Salmon in the Classroom
Along with stewardship groups across B.C., we mobilized our supporters 
to write letters against DFO’s shocking plans to terminate the Salmonids in 
the Classroom program and the Resource Restoration Unit, and discussed 
the matter directly with the minister and his top bureaucrats. Thanks to the 
overwhelming public outcry, both of these vital programs were left intact.

With Thanks to  
our Volunteers

At the core of our work is engaging with and mobilizing the many British 
Columbians who care about protecting wild salmon and their habitats. In 
2017, our engagement team knocked it out of the park.

Over the past year, we more than doubled the size of our mailing list, 
increased our Facebook followers by more than 70 per cent, tripled our 
Instagram following and brought in more volunteers than ever before to 
help with habitat restoration, tabling at events and more.

Over the summer, thanks to the Canada Summer Jobs program, we were 
able to hire full-time students in Victoria and Maple Ridge to help increase 
our reach. They hit dozens of events in the lower mainland and Victoria, 
circulating our petitions and engaging thousands of citizens in our work. 

We look forward to building on this year’s success and are so thankful for all 
of the volunteers, summer students and partners who made 2017 such an 
exciting year.

Collaboration
As a relatively small organization 
tackling big issues, we collaborate 
with other groups to maximize 
our effectiveness in community 
engagement. Groups we partnered 
with in 2017 include BCIT’s Fish, 
Wildlife and Recreation program, 
Surfrider Vancouver, Sierra 
Club BC, Canadian Freshwater 
Alliance, Stanley Park Ecological 
Society, Langley Environmental 
Protection Society, Coquitlam 
River Watershed Roundtable, 
Metro Vancouver, Kanaka 
Educational and Environmental 
Partnership Society and many 
others.

150 
volunteers 

850 
volunteer hours

80 
events 
attended
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Student intern, Mariah Mund, 
working at our riparian restoration 
site on Katzie Slough.

Salmon News
Emailed to a readership of thousands, the 
Salmon News is a weekly media round-up of 
the best salmon stories in B.C. and around 
the world.
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Financials 2017
  Aquaculture ........................................................$78,005
  Connected Waters .............................................$110,412
  Engagement ......................................................$168,103
  Fisheries & Wild Salmon Policy ........................$205,879
  Water, Energy & Habitat ....................................$45,733
  Watershed Management & Restoration ..............$92,009
  Administration ....................................................$88,734

Total ................................................................$788,875

Watershed Watch Team 
Aaron Hill, Executive Director
Trish Hall, Operations Director

Dr. Craig Orr, Conservation Advisor
Stan Proboszcz, Science & Campaign Advisor

Jace Harrison, Financial Manager
Lina Azeez, Connected Waters Campaign Manager

Anna Kemp, Communications Manager
Charly Caproff, Engagement Coordinator

Sarah Boutilier, Engagement Coordinator (until September 2017)
Greg Taylor, Fisheries Advisor (Contractor)
Tanis Gower, Project Biologist (Contractor)

Will Soltau, Contractor
Dylan Hillis, Student Intern

Mariah Mund, Student Intern
Elise Cliché, Student Intern

Katrina Gorrie, Student Intern
Sophia Lynn, Student Intern

Board of Directors
Wayne Halabourda, Chair
Autumn Longley, Treasurer

Preet Pall, Director 
Rich Ronyecz, Director 
Eric Hobson, Director 



Thanks to Our Supporters
Our efforts to protect B.C.’s wild salmon are made possible by our generous 
supporters. Our work in 2017 was mainly funded with thanks to:

Individual Donors
Leona Adams 
Michael Akerly 
Eric Alexandre 
James & Kimberly Allard 
Mark Angelo 
Andrea Arboleda 
George Barabas 
Virgilio Basa 
Peter Bentzer 
Ron & Linda Blank 
Blair Boadway 
Ross Bracken 
Val & Richard Bradshaw 
Deborah Brakeley 
Bruce Brandhorst 
Amanda Bridge 
Sherry Loof & Pete 
 Broomhall 
Ulrich Brossmann 
Trish & Alex Brown 
Lawrence & Elizabeth  
 Brown 
Anne & Murray Brown 
Dave Brown 
Charles Brumwell 
Bill Bryden 
Norman Buchignani 
Michael Buckingham 
Laura Buker 
Randy Burke 
William Chen 
Han Ghee Chia   
Kartik Choudhury 
Murray Clarke 
William Clegg 

Claire Heffernan 
Christopher Heppner 
Anne & Bruce Hill 
Leslie Hood 
Jim Horner 
Ann-Marie Hunter 
Robert Hutchison 
Roberta & Aerin Jacob 
Eileen & Fred 
 Kaarsemaker 
Pamela Kane 
Lannie & Ralph Keller 
Kecia Kerr 
Daniel King 
Donna Klockars 
Tyler Kraft 
Roland Kraft 
Don Krogseth 
Tom Lester 
Jeffrey Lightburn 
Art Lingren 
Autumn Longley 
Wayne Lyons 
Marilyn Machum 
Rick Mackay 
Sidney & John Madden 
Steven Mak 
Joan Makaroff 
Joanne Manley 
Angelyne Martin 
Jamie Martz 
Rosie McNiece 
Willie Mitchell 
Kathleen & Kimble 
 Mooney 

Sarah Clement 
Kathryn Clouston 
Jack Cooley 
Mary Crema 
Elissa Crouse 
Iris & Ron Darcus 
Michele Desponts 
Fin Donnelly 
Susan Draper 
Joshua Ellingson 
Jack Elliott 
Catherine Emrick 
Alix Flavelle 
Christopher Fleck 
Eileen Floody 
David Fraser 
Neil Frazer 
Charlotte & Tom 
 Fredericks 
John Fuerst & 
 Patricia Gill 
Eddie Gardner 
Sam Goldman 
Greg Gordon 
Don Gordon 
John Gothard 
Charles Gouge 
Doug Gregory 
Pamella Grover 
Mark Haddock 
Jamie Hall 
Troy Halliday 
Carol & Ken  
 Hardinge-Rooney 
John Hay 

Matt Stoecker 
Allan Stone 
Eric Swanson 
Greg Taylor 
Lindsay Thompson 
Jan Ullstrom 
Ken Van Rooyen 
Victor Wardlow 
Bob Waters 
Jeremy White 
David Williams 
Andrew Williams 
Phillip Williams 
Sean Williams 
Paula Wilson 
Carmen Wiseman 
Keith Wright 
Eleanor Wright 
Nachiko Yokota

David Moore 
Janice Norman 
Betsy Nuse 
Stefan Ochman 
Roberta Olenick 
Craig Orr 
Tim Pardee 
Glen Parker 
Ron Pascoe 
Eric Patel  
Ron Pearson 
Bob Peart 
Janet Pohl 
Billy Proctor 
Dianne Ramage 
Garry Rasmussen 
Dave Ratcliffe 
D.C. Reid 
Leopold Roberge 

Organizations and Foundations
Abebooks Inc. 
Badger Earthworks Ltd. 
BC Creek Protection Society 
BC Federation of Fly Fishers 
BC Freshwater Legacy Initiative 
BC Hydro 
Canada Summer Student Grants 
Dragonfly Fund 
Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program 
Fraser Basin Council 
Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation 
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund 
Hook & Vice 
Horne Coupar Lawyers 
Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC 
Kelp Line Adventures 
Loblaw Water Fund - WWF Canada 
Luna Trust 

Anita Romaniuk 
Suzanne Rompre 
Rich Ronyecz 
Gabrielle Rose 
Martin Rose 
Sharon Rousseau 
Marcelle Roy 
Anastasia Ruumi 
David Samuelsson 
Walter Saponja 
Mark Shaw 
Mike Sheehan 
Patricia & Dunc 
 Shields 
Susan Shirley 
Nancy & Bill Smith 
Renee Spakowsky 
Paul Stent 
Howard Stiff 

Mountain Equipment Co-op 
One Percent for the Planet 
Pacific Salmon and Watersheds  
 Fund 
Patagonia 
Peak Ventures 
Port Coquitlam Community  
 Foundation 
Real Estate Foundation of BC 
Resources Legacy Fund 
Sitka Foundation 
Stewart Family Fund 
Telus 
Tides Canada 
Vancity Credit Union 
Vancouver Foundation 
Victoria Foundation



Remembering Bruce Hill 
This year B.C. lost three formidable wild salmon champions with the passing 
of Gwen Barlee, Twyla Roscovich and Bruce Hill. We miss them all dearly. 

Bruce was the father of our executive director, Aaron, and his first 
inspiration as a conservation activist. You can find Bruce’s fingerprints on 
nearly every major conservation victory in northwest B.C. over the past 25 
years, including the North Coast ban on open net-pen fish farms, killing 
the Enbridge pipelines, and permanent protection of the Kitlope, the largest 
unlogged temperate rainforest watershed on Earth.

I have no doubt that northwest B.C. would look very different today if 
it weren’t for the passion and tireless conservation efforts of Bruce. He 
connected and mobilized a strong and diverse network of allies towards 
protection of a shared place by distilling huge, complicated issues into 
their simplest form and inspiring us all to believe in our power. Bruce’s 
straight-up, clarifying advice, generous spirit, and boisterous, honest 
laugh will be missed, and the connections he cultivated and sparks he 
ignited in all of us will live on. 

 – Kim Hardy, Western Canada Program Lead, Tides Canada

The Bruce Hill Memorial Fund will be used to train emerging conservation 
activists in northwest B.C. and his last project, an activism training film 
called Folkstorm, will be released in the coming months. 
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How you can help

 Donate.  
Speak up. Volunteer.

Connect With Us
Watershed Watch Salmon Society 
#301 – 3007 Glen Drive, Unit 9 
Coquitlam, B.C.
V3B 2P7
604.262.1963 
salmon@watershedwatch.ca
watershedwatch.ca

Please visit watershedwatch.ca/donate

Thank you for 
supporting our efforts 
to defend and rebuild 
B.C.’s wild salmon!


