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Standing up for
BC’s Wild Salmon

Message from
the Executive
Director
This year marked Watershed Watch’s 20th year of standing up for B.C.’s wild
salmon. To celebrate this milestone, and to honour our founder, Dr. Craig Orr,
we threw a party at the Fraser River Discovery Centre in New Westminster in
November. It was downright heartwarming to see so many friends and colleagues,
to reflect on our shared accomplishments, and to hear strong praise from some of
our biggest heroes and allies. But the most powerful thing we took away from that
gathering was a new store of energy to fuel our activism for the next 20 years.
As the ecological crisis deepens, it becomes ever more imperative to work every
day for a future with wild salmon in it. As one of my mentors says, we do not
have the luxury of despair. If nothing else, we owe our kids the opportunity to
raise their own kids in a safe climate, with rich natural spaces that can nurture
their souls, and their bellies too. That’s why we do what we do. Coming together
to celebrate our shared values and our accomplishments helps keep us united,
hopeful and fired up to keep defending our natural wealth.
Heading into our third decade of standing up for B.C. wild salmon, Watershed
Watch is focusing on what we do best: delivering hard-hitting, science-based
advocacy, finding solutions through collaboration and partnerships, and engaging
citizens, in the community and along the water. I offer my sincere thanks to all
who support this important work as volunteers, donors and allies.
For the fish,
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Safe Passage

16,048

• continued to chair the Conservation Regulatory Working Group, a
collaboration of conservation groups working together to defend wild
salmon from salmon farms;

petition
signatures

450 1525
rally attendees

				
			
phone calls
to MLAs and the Premier

After two decades of fighting B.C.’s reckless salmon farming industry, 2018
was a pivotal year. With dozens of provincial salmon farm tenures set to
expire in June 2018, First Nations strongly opposed to renewing the tenures
and a new provincial government open to mitigating the salmon farm
threat, we went all-in on our campaign to get fish farms off wild salmon
migration routes.
In 2018, we:

• published two articles exposing the federal government’s gaming of science
to delay action;
• led the development of the Declaration in Defence of B.C.’s Wild Salmon,
found at SafeSalmon.ca, calling for the removal of open net-pen salmon
farms;
• worked with allies to secure dozens of high-profile endorsements of the
Safe Salmon declaration (including First Nations, sport & commercial
fishers, business leaders, mayors and city councillors);
• organized three successful rallies at MLA offices in Victoria, Port Moody,
and Courtenay; and
• co-managed the Safe Salmon website and Facebook page, resulting in
14,000+ signatures, 1200+ citizen phone calls to MLAs and the Premier’s
office, and 6000+ Facebook followers, all over a 2-month period.

• provided technical support to the ‘Namgis, Kwikwasut’inuxw Haxwa’mis
and Mamalilikulla First Nations in their government-to-government
negotiations with the Province regarding the fate of 20 expired farm
tenures in the Nations’ territories;

In June 2018, a substantial provincial policy shift required future tenures to
not be renewed without consent of host First Nations. In December 2018, the
Province and Broughton Archipelago First Nations announced the phasing out
of 17 open-net salmon farms in the Broughton Archipelago by 2023 and the
immediate removal of one of the most problematic salmon farms in the area.

• helped secure passage of two resolutions at the Union of B.C.
Municipalities calling for the removal of fish farms from wild salmon
migration routes;

We continue to work with allies on this important campaign in 2019,
shifting focus to the federal government, continuing to support First
Nations and monitoring the industry on multiple fronts.
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Defending the Heart
of the Fraser

6,000

petition signatures

1810

• An ample advertising budget made possible by a generous donor helped us
gather nearly 6000 petition signatures in three months, with 1810 letters
sent to the Minister of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations.
• The Facebook page had a total reach of over 1.1 million impressions.
To date, no permits have been granted, and we are cautiously optimistic that
our continued efforts will lead to the islands being protected in perpetuity.

letters to Minister
Donaldson

This summer, we jumped headfirst into a campaign with allies at the BC
Wildlife Federation, BC Rivers Institute, and others, to rally public support
and secure long term protection for that ecologically important stretch
of the Fraser between Mission and Hope. When we started in July 2018,
development permits for Herrling and Carey Islands were considered
imminent.

• Watershed Watch built a petition website (www.heartofthefraser.ca), letter
writing tool and Facebook page, and used these digital tools to educate
citizens and mobilize support for protecting the islands.
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The highlights:
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Student intern, Mariah
Mund, working at our
riparian restoration site
on Katzie Slough

Connected Waters				

130 104
volunteer hours

100

water quality		
sampling sites

plants in 		
the ground

In the lower Fraser valley, flood infrastructure blocks over 1500 kilometres
of formerly productive salmon habitat.
Our Connected Waters campaign aims to reconnect these blocked waterways,
pushing for aging flood infrastructure to be replaced with fish-friendly
models, and for restoration of the associated waterways into vibrant, healthy
salmon habitat. We also organize restoration events including garbage cleanups, riparian plantings and invasive species removals.
In 2018:
• We lobbied hard, meeting with MPs, MLAs, ministers, mayors, city
councillors, First Nation leaders, scientists, government managers, and others.

• We succeeded in getting the Union
of B.C. Municipalities to pass a
resolution calling on the Province to
get serious about fish-friendly flood
control.
• We secured endorsement of the
Connected Waters campaign from
the Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance,
which represents 30 First Nations
in the lower Fraser area.

Kennedy pump station

• Through mapping, groundtruthing and water quality
sampling, we helped identify the
highest-priority waterways for restoration.
• We held several clean-ups, canoe tours, riparian plantings and invasive
species removals on key waterways and continued our on-the-ground
flagship restoration project on Katzie Slough.
• We secured commitment from the City of Pitt Meadows to put in fishfriendly upgrades at the Kennedy Pump Station.

Beach seining on Babine Lake

Fishing Smarter
Our changing climate is decreasing the abundance and diversity of salmon
in B.C., while increasing the volatility of returns. DFO’s approach to
fishery management must adapt for our new climate reality. Innovations in
fishing gear and methods can dramatically reduce the impacts of fisheries on
endangered salmon runs, as can a transition from mixed-stock to knownstock fisheries. However, federal fishery managers continue to put fisheries
ahead of fish. Working with First Nations and other forward-thinking
harvesters, we are leading the push for a management regime for a changing
climate, founded on sustainable principles tested over millennia.
In 2018:

• We continued to expose irresponsible fishing, especially for endangered
Fraser River chinook and sockeye, conducting numerous high-profile
media interviews.
• We led the Marine Conservation Caucus in providing detailed feedback to
government on proposed fishing plans and southern resident killer whale
recovery.
• We submitted extensive evidence to the Marine Stewardship Council in
their annual surveillance audit of B.C.’s commercial salmon fisheries.
• Watershed Watch’s Fisheries Advisor, Greg Taylor, was appointed chair of
the multi-stakeholder Monitoring & Compliance Panel, providing us with
greater influence to improve monitoring and compliance in B.C.’s fisheries.

• We continued supporting Lake Babine Nation and other First Nations
in the Skeena watershed to further develop their rights-based commercial
fishing operations. In 2018, these fisheries harvested a record-breaking two
thirds of the total Skeena River sockeye catch.
• We led a public outreach initiative illustrating how Lake Babine knownstock fishery integrates indigenous principles and knowledge to protect
endangered populations while increasing the total commercial catch and
gaining direct and indirect economic and social benefits.
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• We continued representing the public conservation interest at fishery
management tables, in collaboration with allies at SkeenaWild, Raincoast,
Pacific Streamkeepers, David Suzuki Foundation, and the Steelhead
Society of BC.
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Water for Fish

The Coquitlam Watershed

The frequency and intensity of drought is increasing in B.C. due to climate
change. Around the province this summer and fall, salmon streams ran
critically low. Though B.C.’s new Water Sustainability Act provides tools to
fight the effects of drought and keep more water in our streams for fish, the
act has not yet been adequately implemented.

Coquitlam is our home base and we have been active in the watershed for
our entire 20-year history. We work with the Kwikwetlem First Nation to
restore sockeye salmon to the Coquitlam River and are a core member of
the Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable.

In 2018, we:
• joined the Canadian Freshwater Alliance (CFA) and other allies
under the banner of OurWaterBC to spur citizen action using the
#DefendAgainstDrought letter-writing tool during the summer and fall
drought season;
• worked with allied groups to develop and submit water management
recommendations to the provincial government;
• authored three op-eds in Vancouver Island papers about local examples of
water scarcity and what is needed to address it;
• worked with CFA to survey municipal candidates on water management
in key communities on Vancouver Island and the lower mainland, sharing
the results with our followers in those areas; and
• worked with experts to collate new data on water scarcity in B.C., to be
released in 2019, to counter the public myth of abundance and to spur
more robust implementation of the Water Sustainability Act.

In 2018, we:
• continued as an active participant in the Kwikwetlem Salmon Restoration
Program, including administering the adult trap and transport project that
helps any returning adult sockeye get past the Coquitlam dam in the fall;
• continued a multi-year project assessing the feasibility of hatchery
supplementation to develop a self-sustaining sockeye population in the
Coquitlam River;
• continued as the fiscal sponsor for the Coquitlam Watershed Roundtable,
ramping up work on issues identified in the Lower Coquitlam River
Watershed Plan to tackle invasive species in the watershed, and working
with developers to define and implement best practices; and
• were recognized by the City of Coquitlam with a lifetime achievement
award for our work in Coquitlam over the past 20 years.
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Rebuilding Wild Salmon
Populations

• lobbied government to reverse cuts to on-the-ground stock assessment
programs securing a commitment from the Minister’s office to address the
situation;

		
Dozens of struggling salmon runs
		
across B.C. are now being considered
		
for listing under Canada’s Species At
letters
written
Risk Act. Though Canada’s Policy for
the Conservation of Wild Pacific Salmon
provides an excellent blueprint for managing B.C.’s wild salmon, and
rebuilding endangered populations, it has not been implemented. Despite
promises to “act on” the recommendations of the Cohen Commission of
Inquiry into the Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River, the federal
government has done very little.

• raised the alarm about deep flaws in the B.C. government’s approach to
developing a wild salmon strategy; and

1,100

• met with the director of B.C.’s new Wild Salmon Secretariat and
provided a lengthy submission, delving into water management, fishery
management, habitat restoration, fish-friendly flood control, hatcheries,
and more;

• launched a letter writing tool to Ministers Wilkinson and McKenna
calling for immediate action to prevent the extinction of Thompson and
Chilcotin River steelhead, generating over 1,100 submissions.

In 2018, we:
• engaged heavily in the Southern B.C. Chinook Strategic Planning
Initiative, and the recovery planning process for southern resident killer
whales, pushing for stronger measures to protect and rebuild depleted
chinook stocks (which are the whales’ primary food);
• lobbied government to list endangered Fraser River sockeye and steelhead
under the Species At Risk Act;
• exposed government inaction on implementing the Cohen Commission
recommendations;

Salmon News
Salmon News is the best weekly round-up of
stories about salmon and their habitats.
Our weekly e-newsletter has a readership
of over 7000. Visit watershedwatch.ca to
subscribe today.

Building a Wild Salmon
Constituency

250 125
volunteer hours

events attended

78

media stories

Across B.C., we hear people say wild salmon are the lifeblood of this
province. We know from public opinion polls that a majority of British
Columbians share our values around conserving and rebuilding wild
salmon. If we want decision makers to take notice, they need to hear from
these citizens who care about salmon.
Over the last year, in addition to the organizing activities listed above, we:
• hired four summer students who organized volunteers and engaged with
thousands of citizens at dozens of public events in the lower Mainland and
southern Vancouver Island;

• continued to grow our email list, added over 1500 new Facebook
followers, and nearly 1000 new Instagram followers;
• continued producing our weekly Salmon News media round-ups; and
• including our work with allies on the Safe Salmon and Defend the Heart
of the Fraser campaigns, engaged with over over 20,000 citizens who care
about B.C. wild salmon.
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Financial Summary 2018

Fighting for a Better
Provincial Strategy
This year, the government of B.C. moved to develop a “made-in-B.C. Wild
Salmon Strategy,” forming a Wild Salmon Secretariat and convening a
Wild Salmon Advisory Council. Unfortunately, the secretariat was highly
politicized, and the advisory council was stacked with representatives
from the coastal commercial and charter fishing industries, with no
representation from academic scientists or conservation advocacy groups
like Watershed Watch.
These biases were grossly apparent in the advisory council’s report, Options
for a Made-in-B.C. Wild Salmon Strategy, released in October. The report
focused heavily on growing the commercial fishing industry, ignored
non-consumptive economic benefits from wild salmon (like ecotourism)
and misrepresented scientific information. Public town hall meetings
were announced on very short notice around the winter holidays, with no
meetings planned for any interior B.C. communities.
Watershed Watch pushed back hard, in numerous high-profile media
stories, in meetings with cabinet ministers and MLAs, and by writing a letter
of protest to Premier Horgan endorsed by 13 conservation groups.
Government responded by extending the public comment period, adding
a public meeting in Kamloops, and granting us and our allies an audience
with provincial Fisheries Minister Lana Popham and the Premier’s Office.
Preventing the province from developing a disastrous salmon policy will be
a key focus for us in 2019.

Aquaculture...................................................... $110,987
Connected Waters............................................ $145,878
Engagement..................................................... $179,702
Fisheries & Wild Salmon Policy....................... $173,031
Water, Energy & Habitat.................................... $31,523
Watershed Management & Restoration............ $116,950
Administration................................................. $153,532
Total................................................................$911,604

List of Supporters
Individuals
Linda Ackerman
Lyle Adams
Matthew Adams
Leona Adams
Michael Akerly
Roland Alcock
Kimberly & James Allard
Kathi Ancheta
Gillian Anderson
Barbara Anderson
A. Carol Anderson
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John Baird
Murray Ball
Lida Baron
Virgilio Basa
Richard Bauer
Laura Benna
Peter Bentzer
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Charles Jeffrey Betts
Margaret Birch
Jacqueline Bird
Pete Boll
Kelsey Boudreau
Ilia Boutoma
Val & Richard Bradshaw
Deborah Brakeley
Bruce Brandhorst
Marnie Branfireun
Celia Brauer
Latifah Brett
Amanda Bridge
Dave Brown
Elizabeth & Lawrence Brown
Trish & Alex Brown
Charles Brumwell
Norman Buchignani
Laura Buker
Randy Burke
Jackson Buxton
Ruth Campbell
Tavish Campbell
Evelyn Carruthers
John Cashore
William Clegg
Kathryn Clouston
Julia & Jack Cooley
Stacey Corriveau
Erin Coulter
Mary Crema

Heather Crum
Catherine Culley
Rob Dainow
Lynn Daoust
Paul Dean
Martin Dennis
Rebekah Devito
Corinne Dulberg
Laura Dupont
Lindsay & Patti Eberts
N.W. Eddy
Wendy Edelson
Jack Elliott
Jack Emberly
Catherine Emrick
Susan Eyre
Anna Feddema
John Fedoruk
Dexter Ferreira
Leon Fisher
Scott Flear
Christopher Fleck
Ruth Foster
David Fraser
Neil Frazer
Charlotte & Tom Fredericks
Patricia Gill & John Fuerst
Robert Gale
Pat Gallaugher
Fred Giffin
Ian Gill
David Girard
Donald Gordon
Greg Gordon
John Gothard
Charles Gouge
Tamar Griggs
Pamella Grover
Brigitte Guerin
Wayne Halabourda
Jamie Hall
Karen Hansen
Braeden Hardie
Carol & Ken Hardinge-Rooney
Patrick Hartnett
John Hay
Marie-Christine Hebrard
Benjamin Hechter
Jeanette & Doug Helmer
Soren Henrich
Joyce Hill

Anne Hill
Ken Holowanky
Jim Horner
Greg Hoyer
Vicky Husband
Marie Hutchinson
Pat Jacobson
Alan Jones
Eiko Jones
Pamela Kane
Lannie & Ralph Keller
Kecia Kerr
Manjit Kerr-Upal
Donna Klockars
Sylvia Knarr
Serge Kolar
Mazell Kolvyn
Roland Kraft
Don Krogseth
Matthias Kucharska-Huelsmann
Tom Lester
Gwen L’Hirondelle
Jeffrey Lightburn
Art Lingren
Eric Lofkrantz
Autumn Longley
Sherry Loof & Pete Broomhall
Wayne Lyons
Marilyn Machum
Fiona Mackay
Rick Mackay
Sidney & John Madden
Paul Sara Magnus
Petr Malik
Anthea Mallinson
Richard Mari
Ken Marshall
Donna Martin
Eleanor Mattice
Brian McKinlay
Noel Mendoza
Mackenzie Mercer
Kara Middleton
Willie Mitchell
Jim Moncur
Anita Montgomery
Gerd & David Moore
Connor Moss
Mariah Mund
Jodi Murphy
Kai Nagata

Peter Neidecker
Karin Neilson
Rosemary Nowicki
Stefan Ochman
Joel Ornay
Linda Curtis & Craig Orr
Marie O’Shaughnessy
Ingrid Overbeek
Rosemary Paige
Dave Palidwor
Glen Parker
Michelle Parry
Ron Pascoe
Eric Patel
Ron Pearson
Diana Pedersen
George Phillips
Evelyn Pollen
Christopher Pollon
Sheila Pratt
Billy Proctor
Alice Purdey
Garry Rasmussen
D.C. Reid
Michelle Riedlinger

Diane Rizun
Ronald Roe
Derek Roelofsen
Anita Romaniuk
Martin Rose
Lisa Ross
Sharon Rousseau
Kerry Sakai
Dana Samu
Gary Saunders
Jerome Schneider
J.C. Scott
Susan Shirley
Sophia Simmons
John Simms
Kimberly Sivak
Nikki Skuce
Margaret Slade
Nancy & Bill Smith
David St. Jean
Paul Stent
Howard Stiff
Ulrich Stobbe
Sue & Al Stone
Eric Swanson

Noel Taylor
Lyn Ter Borg
Chris Tite
Jan Ullstrom
Ken Van Rooyen
Rosalee van Stelten
Thalia Vesterback
Brian Voth
Ada Wong
Bob Waters
Laurie Watt
Phillip Williams
David Williams
Sean Williams
Dorrance Woodward
Kevin Wright
Eleanor Wright
Karen Wristen
Nachiko Yokota
Karen Zaborniak
Mackenzie Zettler
Sarah Zimmerman
Karina Zobolotny
Gideon Zurbrecht

Groups & Organizations
Badger Earthworks Ltd.
Bard on the Beach
BC Hydro
Blue Heron Creamery
Blume
Canada Summer Jobs Program
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Coast Outdoors
Donner Canadian Foundation
Ecomarine Paddlesport Centres
Evo Carshare
Fernwood Coffee Company
Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program
Foamers’ Folly Brewing Co.
Fuel-up Protein Bars
Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund
Hippie Snacks
Hook & Vice
Horne Coupar Lawyers
Integral Sense Brands
Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver
JUSU Body
Loblaw Water Fund - WWF Canada
Luna Trust
McLean Foundation

M-E Squared Foundation
Montridge Advisory Group Ltd.
Nature Derived Organics
North Growth Foundation
One Percent for the Planet
Pacific Salmon & Watersheds Fund
Patagonia
PayPal Charitable Giving Fund
Prince of Whales Whale Watching
Real Estate Foundation of BC
River Select
Russell Books
Sea-Run Fly & Tackle
Sitka Foundation
Spirit Bear Coffee
St. Louis Community Foundation
Talok Fisheries
Terrevive Fund
Tides Canada
Vancity Credit Union
Vancouver Foundation
Very Good Butchers
Victoria Foundation
Waves Coffee
Yellow Dog Brewery
Zenka Management

Staff & Board
Watershed Watch Team
Aaron Hill, Executive Director
Trish Hall, Operations Director
Stan Proboszcz, Science & Campaign Advisor
Jace Harrison, Financial Manager
Lina Azeez, Connected Waters Campaign Manager
Anna Kemp, Communications Manager
Charly Caproff, Engagement Manager
Sarah Boutilier, Engagement Manager
Ellika Cairns, Engagement Coordinator
Dr. Craig Orr, Conservation Advisor
Greg Taylor, Consultant & Fisheries Advisor
Tanis Gower, Science & Policy Advisor
Meghan Rooney, Field Coordinator
Julie Bull, Student Intern
Sophia Lynn, Student Intern
Jessica Weiss, Student Intern

Board of Directors
Wayne Halabourda, Chair
Autumn Longley, Treasurer
Preet Pall, Director
Rich Ronyecz, Director
Eric Hobson, Director

Donate.
Speak up. Volunteer.
Please visit watershedwatch.ca

Connect With Us
Watershed Watch Salmon Society
#301 – 3007 Glen Drive, Unit 9
Coquitlam, B.C.
V3B 2P7
604.262.1963
salmon@watershedwatch.ca

Thank you for
supporting our efforts
to defend and rebuild
B.C.’s wild salmon!
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How you can help

